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4112. Mrs M R Mohlala (EFF) to ask the Minister of Water and Sanitation:

Whether, in light of the ongoing water access challenges in Limpopo and the Eastern Cape,
there is a realistic prospect of rectifying these longstanding issues and ensure consistent
access to water and sanitation for the people in the affected areas of the specified provinces
and other areas experiencing water access disruptions, given that these problems have
persisted for many years; if not, what is the position in this regard; if so, what are the relevant

details?
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MINISTER OF WATER AND SANITATION

The Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) has a constitutional responsibility to support
municipalities to carry out their water and sanitation functions. Secondly, as the regulator of
the water sector it is required to set regulatory rules, norms and standards for municipal water
and sanitation services in terms of the National Water Act and the Water Services Act.

Whilst the government has made great strides to improve access to water services since 1994,
the demand for water has continued to escalate due to economic growth, population growth,
urbanization, inefficient use (including increasing physical losses in municipal distribution
systems), degradation of wetlands and the impacts of climate change. Another contributing
factor to the ongoing water access challenges in the water sector is the fragmented planning
and implementation of projects.

The Ministry is in ongoing engagements with municipalities that have severe challenges with
the delivery of water services in the Eastern Cape and Limpopo provinces. In many of the
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most challenged municipalities, the DWS and municipal leadership have agreed on
improvement plans which include the following:

o DWS financial support in the form of Regional Bulk Infrastructure and Water Services
Grants, technical advice and management support from DWS and water boards.

e The development of 5-year reliability plans that seek to ensure that municipalities provide
reliable water services 95% of the time. These plans will also assist municipalities in
managing their assets coupled with shorter turnaround time to fix breakages.

e Through the District Development Model, the Department is working with municipalities by
assisting with integrated planning for water supply projects being funded through the DWS
grants and the Municipal Infrastructure Grant (MIG).

e The Blue and Green drop audits are another mechanism that the Department has put in
place to ensure reliable water services, and these audits are able to identify plants that
need urgent action from the municipalities. Based on the reports from these audits,
municipalities are expected to develop action plans and allocate budgets to attend to the
issues identified during the audits.

Furthermore, there are Departmental projects that have been completed, are ongoing or still
in planning stages in the Eastern Cape and Limpopo as indicated in Annexure A below. These
projects will contribute towards improving access to reliable water supply, address water
supply backlogs and increase the capacity of water supply systems to meet current and future
water demands.
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